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Expatriates call Shenzhen home
   Li Hao

    ALL the foreigners in the city make Shenzhen their home, said Jeffrey S. Lehman, 
at Saturdayʼs meeting with Shenzhen Party Chief Wang Rong.

    Wang met with Lehman, who is chancellor and founding dean of Beijing University 
School of Transnational Law, and some other foreign professionals in the city, before 
the New Year Concert at Shenzhen Concert Hall on Saturday.

    “Shenzhen is one of the most exciting cities in the world and it is a symbol of 
progress and a symbol of the future of China in the global society,” said Lehman.

    “What is more remarkable is the warmth and friendship the city shows to us. We 
feel a sense of gratitude and loyalty to the city,” said Lehman, who pledged to make 
contributions to Shenzhenʼs development.

    In response, Wang sent New Year greetings to expats.

    “2011 was an important year for Shenzhen, in which the cityʼs GDP exceeded 1 
trillion yuan (US$158 billion) and successfully held the 2011 Summer Universiade,” 
said Wang.

    “In the New Year, Shenzhen will continue to work toward becoming an 
international city. I hope more foreigners will come to work and live in Shenzhen,” 
said Wang.

    Shenzhen will push forward its international economic and cultural exchanges in 
the New Year, according to Wang.
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    Foreign professionals at Saturdayʼs meeting also included Richard Jackson, 
president of Shenzhen Development Bank.

    Last month, Lehman and Jackson were accredited high-end professionals under 
the Peacock Plan of the Shenzhen government, which seeks to attract high-quality 
individuals and teams from home and abroad.

    Saturdayʼs New Year Concert included performance by Lang Lang, a world-
renowned Chinese pianist.

    Lang was appointed Shenzhenʼs international ambassador Saturday and will help 
promote the cityʼs international exchanges and cooperation.

    There are 630 companies and institutions in Shenzhen which employ foreign 
experts, a 24 percent increase over 2009, according to Shenzhen Administration of 
Foreign Expertsʼ Affairs.

    There has been an increase in the demand for foreign experts by the cityʼs 
electronics, telecommunication, aviation and freight transport industries.
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